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FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS 


With the recent introduction of the new Metrail suburban timeta- 
bles, many commuters, especially those in the Western suburbs, 
must be wondering just what sort of planning basis was used in 
their derivation, for some areas are now distinctly worse off as a 
result of their implementation. 
_ The closure of Mobiltown, Paisley and Galvin stations, for 
example, has severely disadvantaged many factory workers and 
school children in that area, according to western suburbs 
newspapers, for those who previously used these stations now are 
forced to catch replacement bus services which not only take 
longer, but are frequently overcrowded, and often don’t connect 
with the trains anyway. Meanwhile, the hapless commuters from 
Werribee, who welcomed their inclusion in the electrified subur- 
ban network 18 months ago, must now be wondering whether it 
was worthwhile. Prior to the new timetable to their area, Wer- 
ribee residents had a pleasant, direct 37 minute journey time to 
Flinders St. Now however, with the completion of the Westona to 
Laverton rail link, all Werribee trains run via this way, which 
combined with the underground loop, results in 10 minutes being 
added to their journey times to Flinders St, assuming, of course, 
there are no delays, which has not been the case recently. 
These problems, combined with the dubious wisdom of run- 

ning all northern, western and some southern line trains from 
platform 6 and 7 at Flinders St, rather than using platform 8 and 
19 as well, in order to alleviate congestion problems, definitely 
lraises the question of in whose interest were all these changes 
made. Certainly not that of the travelling public. 


Front Cover: P11 with “H” set emerges from Big Hill 
Tunnel as it runs (8091) at car test run to Bendigo 
on Fri.11.5.84. (Peter Gooding 
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Opposite above: GM28-23 wait at Longwood Loop with 
the 11 45 Up Albury goods as WL257 arrives with the 
1300 Down goods for a guards change over on 
Sat.16.2.85. 


Opposite below: ANR Alcos 938-935 and 940 head 
No.9130, Up Serviceton express goods at Tottenham 
yard as SRA loco 42212 overtakes with the Up Spirit of 
Progress on Thurs.25.4.85. (Both photos John Dare) 
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Was a $4 Travel Card Value For Money? «x 


I suppose that to deliberately set forth on a day of train 
travel when a temperature of 38°C has been forecast, 
would be regarded as eccentric behaviour by most of 
the community, but I suspect that most of the readers 
of this magazine have behaved in a similar manner. 


The writer set out on the 06 04 from Oakleigh on 
20.12.83, bound for Spencer St, with the aim of travell- 
ing on the non-electric suburban services within the 
area allowed for a $4 travelcard. 


The first objective was Craigieburn by the 07 00 
Seymour DERM, and 64RM was waiting at 06 45 
when 58RM arrived from Bacchus Marsh. The tem- 
perature was already 27°C as we passed a DRC and 
trailer on the Up from Seymour at 07 12. GM24 was 
seen near Broadmeadows, whilst Y115 and GM28 
were shunting at Somerton. Another DRC plus trailer 
were passed at 07 36 — presumably run 36 on 8304. 
Craigieburn was reached at 07 40, 4 minutes late, and 
six of the eight passengers alighted. B80 took the 07 56 
Up pass. away on time, and lost nothing on the run to 
Spencer St, where X44 was on the J/ntercapital 
Daylight, B70 on the 08 35 Warrnambool, B81 on the 
08 55 Ballarat, T323 on the 0855 Shepparton, and 
42210 brought in the Southern Aurora. The 09 05 to 
Bacchus Marsh, my transport to Rockbank was releg- 
ated to a bus, and left three minutes late with two 
passengers, gaining another that the conductress found 
on Footscray platform. As late running made the cross 
intended to the Up Ballarat pass. a bit risky, I was set 
down at Deer Park, where I spent a pleasant 25 
minutes chatting to the lady in charge. She was curious 
to know why I had photographed a Sitch bus, but she 
was Satisfied with my explanation that it was not a bus, 
but a train! 


T413 was hauling a set comprising: IBCE, 7SAW, 


1BE and 67BWL, on run 39 as listed in October 1983 
Newsrail. I changed at Sunshine onto the 10 23 


Seymour bound DERM departs Kilmore East, Wed.11.4.84. (Paul Jordan) 


Kyneton as far as Sunbury. This train was operated by 
56RM, and we passed an on-time X43 with the Swan 
Hill pass. near Sydenham, at 1040. The crowd of 
potential Christmas shoppers on the Up Sunbury plat- 
form was reckoned to be beyond the approaching 
train’s capacity, so a bus was provided as far as St 
Albans. About 40 people availed themselves of this 
service, but three of us elected to take a chance on 
what we were advised was ‘“‘standing room only’’. 
About this time DRC40 came in on the Down line on a 
test run, conveying Father Christmas who had earlier 
been handing out lollies to passengers on Spencer St 
platforms. To my dismay the Up service was provided 
by 58RM, not the expected DRC. Not that I do not like 
DERMS, but have not been in a DRC since the 
Donald service became a bus. Anyway, this vehicle 
should have been on its way to Bacchus Marsh on run 
31 by my reckoning. Still, there were 12 seats available, 
so we sweltered at 33°C back to the City. 

The next event was to board the 12 45 for Warragul 
as far as Pakenham. Before departure, T413 was on the 
1255 Warrnambool, and X43 seemed to be finding 
that heat too much, and was reluctant to take the 12 15 | 
to Albury, and was taken away by B63. L1152 made 
easy work of the hot set of four cars plus 37CE, viz... 
10AS, 75BW, 7BE and 25AW. L1161 was seen on an. 
Up briquette, Y158 and Y160 on an empty briquette at 
Oakleigh (which later passed through Pakenham with 
L1172 up front) and RT40 working at Westall. With | 
the heat now nearing 30°C, the return to Oakleigh was. 
made via the Dandenong shuttle, and a Flinders St 
train, arrival being at 14 44. The Down Traralgon pass. 
was crossed at Dandenong, L1159 in charge. L1163 
seen stabled in the yard. 

Hot and weary, I went home, having travelled 
approximately 253 kilometres and with nine hours still 
available on the ticket. But I think that I had my 
money’s worth. 
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Wangaratta Derailment 


Rail services were disrupted on the north-east line on 
Tues.29.1 by a derailment on the standard gauge about 
300 metres on the Down side of Wangaratta station, 
near Templeton St. The track was torn up or damaged 
for over half a kilometre and the broad gauge track was 
buckled and blocked by two flat wagons. The accident 
was yet another setback for passengers as it was the 
NSW rail staff’s first day back on the job after a rail 
strike. 

My two sons Darren and Steven, and myself, were 

in the waiting room booked to travel on the Up Albury 
pass. (8334), when at 16 55 we heard a standard gauge 
train passing. We ran outside and missed seeing the 
locomotive, but noticed that containers were loaded 
only on the first ten or so flat wagons, the reaminder 
being empty. When it had passed we walked back to 
the cool airconditioned waiting room as it was about 
36°C outside. We expected our train to arrive shortly. 
Steven walked through to the broad gauge platform 
hoping to see our train coming. 
_ With a startled look on his face he rushed back to us 
_and burst out with “‘that goods train has stopped and 
the guard’s van is leaning over’’. We quickly ran onto 
the platform to confirm what Steven had said. ‘‘That 
train has derailed’’, I thought out loud, just as a railway 
official emerged from his office. ‘‘You’re damn right 
mate”, he replied, and disappeared back into the 
office. 

There was dust and smoke in the air as we hurried 
towards the accident scene. The track was torn up from 
'where the standard and broad gauge tracks become 
parallel. NSW guard’s van VNFF31761 was leaning 
over, its wheels buried deep in the ballast. Other peo- 
/ple were beginning to gather and someone said the 
guard had been hurt. He was taken to Wangaratta 
‘hospital with suspected back injuries, but was later 
allowed to leave. 

The next two flat wagons, NQJW22039 and 22062, 

had separated and were slewed at an angle across the 
\track, the latter hitting the broad gauge track creating a 
30 centimetre kink in both rails. This vehicle’s rear 
‘bogie was jammed in the underpass at Templeton St, 
\bringing down a lot of concrete, ballast and wood to the 
pathway. Luckily no one was there at the time of the 
derailment. 
The track was completely demolished for the 
remaining 30 metres to the Ovens River bridge, with 
broken sleepers and twisted rail lying all over the track 
bed. On the bridge the rail on the western side had 
been ripped from its fasteners and was lying on the 
edge of the bridge sleepers. By the appearance of some 
of the bridge sleepers, work had recently taken place 
on their replacement. This unballasted bridge, with its 
sleepers bolted to the girders, now had many damaged 
sleepers. 

Across the river, but still on the bridge, the displaced 

rail sharply kinked back into its correct position and 

immediately beyond this the ends of 20 sleepers were 
broken. 

This was where an empty flat wagon had gone over 

the edge of the bridge, and was lying on the ground 

below, between the standard and broad gauge bridges. 

This vehicle must have been off the rails when it 

passed onto the bridge, as the southern abutment and 
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several pylons had had chunks of concrete knocked 
out of them. 

On the Albury side of the bridge the track had been 
lifted for about 250 metres, up to the 235 km post. 
Firemen were on and under the northern end of the 
bridge and on the adjoining embankment, as the grass 
and several broken sleepers had caught fire. At the rear 
of the train three more empty flat wagons were stand- 
ing in the ballast to the left of the track alignment. The 
third vehicle’s front bogie was still on the track. Debris 
from the damaged vehicles and track was scattered all 
the way along the broad gauge track. Back at the station 
the first bus arrived to convey passengers to 
Melbourne. The Up Albury had stopped at Springhurst 
and buses took these passengers to their destination 
also. 

Two mobile cranes and a low loader with a bulldozer 
arrived on the scene at 1900. The cranes lifted the 
wagons from their bogies while the bulldozer towed 
the bogies towards the bridge and clear of both tracks. 
It appeared that the removal of NQJW22062 was all 
that was necessary for the broad gauge track to be 
brought back into use. 

The Down Albury passenger train (8321) arrived at 
Wangaratta at 2012 and the passengers were 
transported further by road. It was decided to send this 
train back to Melbourne, and it left at approximately 
20 50. It was almost dark as we made our way into the 
town centre to a hotel where we stayed the night. 

Returning to the accident site at 06 30, on our way to 
the station, we could see that a lot had happened dur- 
ing the night. The guard’s van had been repositioned 
to the east of the track, having had its bogies removed, 
and was resting on sleepers in a clearing made by the 
bulldozer. A pile of new sleepers and lengths of new 
rail were now on site. The bulldozer had cleared the 
railbed of bent rails and broken sleepers and the ballast 
had been levelled out, as far as the bridge, ready to 
receive the new sleepers. Conditions on the bridge 
appeared unchanged, but further on the wagons had 
been removed and the remainder of the goods train 
had gone. 

The 8310 Melbourne bound broad gauge train crept 
slowly past the site of the derailment and pulled into 
the platform on time with A60 hauling a van 251ACZ, 
224BRS, 2BZ and 208BS. We were soon on our way, in 
the train we had intended to travel in the afternoon 
before. 

A railway official said that the cause of the trouble 
was possibly due to the heat buckling the track. 


NOTHING TO DO 
ON TUESDAY NIGHTS? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the Down 
platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 
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SHUNTING AROUND 
JOLIMONT 


Above: Jolimont Pilot now sporting MTA colours quietly 
shunts Jolimont Workshops. Mon.9.4.85. (Paul Jordan) 


Below: F211 made an unusual appearance during December 
1984, being used to haul suburban trains through the wash- 
ing plant at Jolimont. The usual loco V56 was undergoing 
overhaul and re-paint into Metrail colour scheme. 
Mon.10.12.84. (John Dare) 
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Above: K153 waits in the No.2 road at Mooroolbark for the 


S | EAM AND suburban service to clear. Fri.2.9.83. (Paul Jordan) 
| E LE C 1 | IC Below: E1104 and K153 top Syndal Bank during a suburban 
| 
| 


mystery tour on Sun.4.6.78. (Robert Carlisle) 
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Murtoa-Patchewollock 


Passenger Services 


When timetables for the early days of railways are 
studied, it is soon realised that time was not nearly as 
valuable a ‘‘commodity’? then as nowadays and 
indeed, under the circumstances that it was not possi- 
ble to produce schedules other than those which, on 
present day standards, would indicate that trains ran at 
dawdling speeds. In the early days because of the long 
travelling distances involved, this often meant an over- 
night stop on the ‘main line’ usually at Murtoa or 
somewhere further down the line and even as far as 
Ballarat. Hotels would have liked this, with the extra 
patronage from train travellers. 


MURTOA - PATCHEWOLLOCK 


With the opening of the railway to Warracknabeal in 
1886, there was no connection with the train which 
departed Melbourne at 06 30 and arrived at Murtoa at 
17 04; this did not come until the following year, with a 
19 00 arrival. However, there was a 19 00 train from 
Spencer St for a trip which involved an overnight stay 
at Stawell from 02 33 to 10 32, with a 14 45 arrival in 
Warracknabeal. In the opposite direction the journey 
was made in just under 12 hours with a 22 46 arrival in 
Melbourne. Commencing in 1887 a train departing at 
15 20 and terminating in Ballarat at 01 28, for a con- 
nection with an early morning train to Melbourne 
some hours later. This provision for a stopover in 
Ballarat remained in the public timetable until 1938, 
but for quite some years it had been possible to go to 
bed at Murtoa, Stawell, Ararat or Beaufort, and con- 
tinue on the Adelaide Express due in Melbourne before 
10 00. Until the opening of the line between Bacchus 
Marsh and Ballan in 1889, all trains to and from 
Melbourne ran via Geelong and Ballarat. 

By 1900, well after the extension of the line to Hope- 
toun in 1894, that terminus had through connections 
to and from Melbourne on Saturdays only, but the 
1920 timetable shows a daily connection and four 
similiar trains each week in return; the other two ter- 
minated at Ballarat at 0050. When the Hopetoun - 
Patchewollock extension came in 1925, the morning 
train from Melbourne arrived at 00 20 on Thursdays 
and Sundays after a through trip of 16 hours 40 mins., 
but the 08 10 departure on Mondays and Thursdays 
still involved an overnight stop. 

In 1931 the service was reduced to one train each 
way weekly beyond Hopetoun and this remained until 
withdrawn in 1948(?), however it appears the car(?) 
was attached to the ‘goods’ in the holiday periods, 
especially Easter and Christmas, until Easter 1951. 

The first use of a railmotor on the branch from Mur- 
toa was on 12.4.1926 when it appears an AEC com- 
menced running (after transfer from the Rainbow ser- 
vice) and there were now three connections each 
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Compiled by B. Payne, 
part of notes issued for 
Patchewollock tour 2.3.85. 


week, with the overnight Adelaide Express from 
Melbourne and on Fridays the service continued onto 
Hopetoun, arriving at 0305 Saturday. By 1930 the 
railmotor was being used to connect with the morning 
train from Melbourne and on these days the Hopetoun 
arrival was 85 mins. earlier than on the days when the 
‘Mixed’ train ran. It appears from information that the 
only type of motor used from 1926 until 1934 was an 
AEC. However it is possible that a Leyland Motor may 
have been used also, but we know it was a AEC in 
1926 and 1933. In 1934, one of the newer types, the 
petrol electric railmotor, was based at Murtoa and one 
of these units provided the service on the branch until 
withdrawn in 1976. These motors were however con- 
verted from petrol electric (PE) to diesel electric during 
the period 1951-53 and called DERMs. 

In 1935 there was a general improvement in train 
services throughout the state and an extra train for 
Horsham operated on the main line, leaving 
Melbourne at 1430 on weekdays and at 1700 on 
Saturdays; the return trip left Horsham each morning 
at 08 15. There were railmotor connections with these 
trains at Murtoa, and Warracknabeal then had a twice 
daily service with Melbourne in each direction; twice 
weekly the railmotor continued on to Hopetoun, and 
originated there for the return trip at 06 20 on the 
following day, with an arrival in Melbourne for the 
passengers at 14 00. 

There were many restrictions on services during 
World War 2 and for a few years afterwards and the 
twice daily service for Warracknabeal never returned; 
with exceptions at times of industrial trouble, the ser- 
vice until the end (3.7.76) was basically, four connec- 
tions weekly with the Down morning, and two with the 
Down afternoon main line trains, and three each with 
the Up morning and afternoon trains. 

During the last full year of steam on the branch on 
28.6.67, J548 hauled the 1225 DERM through to 
Murtoa after the ‘motor’ became defective and on the 
same evening J539 worked a passenger train to War- 
racknabeal at 15 05, where it was replaced by J542 for 
the run to Hopetoun. However J542 became defective 
at Hopetoun and a motor vehicle was used for the Up 
service next morning. 

On 3.7.76 the last railmotor left for Hopetoun at 
13 45, this service was operated by 58RM, which 
returned to Melbourne the same evening leaving 
Hopetoun at 16 10 conveying members of the AREA) 
From a newspaper cutting it is revealed in 1974-75, 
507 passengers joined the six times a week Up railmo- 
tor at Hopetoun, with a further 1719 from War- 
racknabeal. | 

On Mon.5.7.76, a bus replaced the railmotor service: 
operating from Hopetoun to Murtoa. On the return 
journey the bus was forced off the road by a speeding 
police car south of Warracknabeal, no one was hurt but 
a replacement bus was found for the next day. 

Then five years later on 6.7.81, the Railways co-ordi- 
nated road coach service was amended to operate from 
Stawell to Hopetoun, via Glenorchy, Rupanyup and 
Minyip then travelled through to Hopetoun as pre-+ 
viously. 
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LAST REGULAR TRAIN SERVICES: 

Passenger: 

Murtoa - Hopetoun, 3.7.76 — Railmotor. 

Hopetoun - Patchewollock, 1948 (However, it appears 
to have operated after this time especially in holiday 
times and was scheduled to operate in Christmas 
1950 and at other times in between). 


Steam: 

Last steam from Warracknabeal: J551 early in May 
1968. 

Goods: 


Murtoa - Patchewollock 25.6.76. When the last 
regularly scheduled goods train operated. 


On Tues.6.4.76, the first Victorian Regional Freight 
Centre opened in Horsham and road co-ordinated ser- 
vices commenced on Mon.28.6 from Warracknabeal to 
Patchewollock and on Wed.22.10.76 from Minyip to 
‘Sheephills. Coromby was served with Murtoa from 
7.6.76. 

One of the first steps in establishing Regional 
Freight Centres was taken on 1.9.75 when a road ser- 
vice commenced from Speed to Patchewollock to con- 
vey parcels and light goods, although goods trains still 
iran. 

Since the Freight Centre has opened, freight trains 
shave operated on an ‘as required’ basis for the con- 
iveyance of wagon load traffic, mainly during the grain 
season. 
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Above: C506 on an Up Jet waits as T383-T351 on a ballast leave Glenorchy. Thurs.14.6.84. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
Below: T395 with a load of GYs prepares to leave Murtoa. Sat.28.7.84. (Paul Jordan) 


A Brief History of Wooden Non-airco 


Domestic sleeping car services in Victoria have been 
confined to three routes — the short lived service to 
Portland prior to 1900 and the services to Mildura and 
Western line towns to Serviceton; the latter conditional 
upon there being vacancies in the through trains 
Melbourne to Adelaide. 


Since 1887, the Victorian Railways have been a 
partner in the ownership and operation of joint stock 
with the South Australian Railways, providing through 
passenger, mail and sleeping car services between 
Melbourne and Adelaide. The first sleeping cars were 
provided in 1890; when two 12 wheeled cars, named 
Perseverance and Enterprise, were built at Newport for 
the Portland line service. The first joint stock sleeping 
cars were of the side corridor Mann type, built in 
America in 1888. Nine of these cars were imported 
from the USA. One of these cars was the first railway 
vehicle in Victoria to be electrically lighted, current 
being supplied from a set of batteries weighing 30 cwt 
(1.5 tonne). 

In 1907, the first of a series of 14 new joint stock 
sleeping cars based on contemporary Canadian Pacific 
design (AE, BE and ABE cars) appeared for joint stock 
service. All were built at Newport and were wooden 
bodied on steel underframes with truss rods, of similar 
dimensions and appearance to Victorian ‘E” type cars. 
They were originally painted standard VR red-brown 
and were like all other ‘E’ stock, elaborately decorated 
with ornamental external lettering and bevelled mir- 
rors above the windows. 


These cars carried the names of Victorian and South 
Australian rivers. It was first intended to name the first 


four, Melbourne, Ballarat, Wolseley and Adelaide; the 
first car completed was photographed bearing the title 
Melbourne but before going into traffic the names were 
altered to Loddon, Glenelg, Finniss and Torrens. In 
1911, Onkaparinga and Barwon were built, to be 
followed by Baderloo, Dargo, Pekina and Tambo in 
1919. In 1923, a further four cars were named Angas, 
Coliban, Acheron, and Inman. 


As built, these cars had two external bars across the 
lower half of each window, one bar across the lower 
door windows and three mirrors above each window. 
At the smoking saloon end were long windows, which) 
had seven mirrors above each. The upper lights in each| 
door differed from the standard ‘E’ stock in having col-| 
oured leadlights in place of plain glass. The doors at! 
this end of the cars open directly into the smoking 
saloon (now removed), which was provided with two! 
loose leather-covered cane arm chairs and a fixed| 
transverse seat for three. 


The names were painted on the car sides below the| 
windows in the centre and the letterboard was) 
originally inscribed ‘‘Sleeping Car’’ at each end, with) 
‘Victorian & South Australian Railways’? in the 
centre. Lettering was originally in shaded gilt. Later, 
this was altered to ‘V & SA”’ over the lavatory com- 
partment windows at each end and ‘‘Sleeping Car” 
inboard from the end doors. This change took place in 
the early 1920s, and with it departed the glory of gilt 
letters and mirrors. From 1935, these cars were 
repainted in Hawthorn green with black and yellow 
trim, with the name ‘‘The Overland” in chromium 
plated raised letters set on two horizontal bars attached 


V.&S.A.R. JOINT STOCK SLEEPING CAR. 
10 COMPARTMENTS 
20 PASSENGERS. 
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Built at Newport Shops 1907-11 Loddon Glenelg Finis, 
Onkaparinga? Barwon 


Total 6 


Torrens. 
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D the centre of the letterboard. Simultaneously, the 
nisleading term ‘‘Sleeper’’ was applied in gold letter- 
ig at each end and the car name in similar lettering, 
/hilst the identification ““V & SA” was painted in 
yhite on the underframe at one end of each side only. 
Vhen clean this colour scheme looked very fine after 
ae drab red-brown but unfortunately, the combined 
ffect of smoke and grime and passages through the 
qany tunnels between Adelaide and Nairne and war- 
me lack of cleaning soon reduced these cars to an 
nrelieved shade of black with (perhaps) the name 
nowing through in a semi-clean patch. In 1943, 
2painting in standard colours began and all cars were 
1 either red-brown or red by the early 1950s. Some of 
lese cars had the South Australian equity bought by 
qe Victorian Railways. To become Victorian cars. 
‘hese cars were either painted red or blue with a yellow 
and. The last few joint stock cars remained in red- 
rown until withdrawn from service in the mid-1970s. 


‘nowledge travelling through Victoria on school tours. 
hese cars are also used by Railway Enthusiast groups 
2gularly. During late 1983 and early 1984 these cars 
ad a full overhaul and were fitted with the former 
pirit of Progress bogies taken off AE cars that were 
ing sold or scrapped. 

umber 5 Wando 

Built 14.9.23 as Wando for the Mildura services. 
Altered to No.5 — 29.3.39 auto coupled 3.53. Bra- 
| kevan facilities fitted 26.4.71. 


| 
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ome of these cars are still used on the 7Jrain of 


itioned Sleeping Cars 


bi Sa Bae tlie ae. ees 


The wooden sleeping cars now see service on the ‘Train of Knowledge’, seen here drifting through Warrenheip 
on 6.11.84. (G Carmichael) 


Number 6 Acheron 
Built 31.8.23 as Acheron for Adelaide service (V & 
SAR stock) auto coupled 6.36; SAR equity bought 
by VR and altered to No.6 — 4.9.69 shower and bra- 
kevan facilities fitted 25.3.71. Lounge abolished and 
berth 1 and 2 enclosed 4.80. 


Number 7 Coliban 
Built 22.8.23 as Coliban for the Adelaide services (V 
& SAR joint stock) auto coupled 6.36; SAR equity 
bought by VR and altered to No.7 — 15.9.69. 


Number 8 /nman 
Built 22.8.23 as Inman for Adelaide services (V & 
SAR joint stock) auto coupled 6.36; SAR equity 
bought by VR and altered to No.8 — 5.9.69. 


Number 9 Pekina 
Built 15.8.19 as Pekina for Adelaide services (V & 
SAR joint stock) auto coupled 6.36; SAR equity 
bought by VR and altered to No.9 — 15.9.69. 


Number 10 Loddon 
Built 17.10.07 as Melbourne for Adelaide services (V 
& SAR joint stock) altered to Loddon 30.9.10; 
electric light replaced gas lighting 12.23; auto 
coupled 6.36; SAR equity bought by VR and altered 
to No.10 — 16.9.69. 


These notes are largely based on an article from the 
ARHS Bulletin 1954, with up dating and research by 
Bruce Payne, December 1984, with reference to 
Newsrail and notes issued by AREA in 1980. 


171 


Left: C503-Y156 arrive Ararat with 9180 Up fast goods at 
18 28 on 6.2.85. 


Above: X51-Y111 stand in Deep Lead Loop with 9193 Down 
fast goods, as B72 overtakes on the 755 Down Dimboola 
pass. Wed.6.2.85. 

Below: 934 leads C502 out of the now closed station of 


Great Western on 9144 Up Jet. 1425 Thurs.7.2.85. (All 
photos Gavin McLaughlan) 
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Above: 930-935-BL31-C510, arrive at Stawell on 9144 Up Jet, 14 43. Wed.6.2.85. 
Below: X46-932 at Dimboola on the Up Overland. 04 04. Sat.14.1.84. 
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Above: X46-931 grind up Stawell Bank on 9146 Up Jet, 10 20. Wed.28.11.84. 


Below: X45 waits in No.2 road at Stawell with a load of empty GHs as the Down Overland pauses in the station. 
00 45, Fri.29.6.84. (All photos Gavin McLaughlan) 
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R761 leaves Spencer St after its 
recommissioning on the inaugural 
trip to Geelong Sat.30.3.85. (John 
Dare) 


hope 
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General News 


Strike: There was a one day state-wide AFULE strike 
on Tues.2.4. (RBS) 


V/Line sponsors Tattoo: V/Line sponsored the pre- 
sentation of a Military Tattoo by bands from around 
the world at MCG, but had insufficient carriages to 
naar enough services for extra traffic to the Tattoo. 
RBS 


Station names: Bonbeach station has signs reading 
Bon Beach, but remains Bonbeach on timetables (and 
in Melway). Ferntree Gully appears on the station and 
in Melway, but Fern Tree Gully on timetables. What 
appears on station signs at Springvale? (RBS) 


Steam alive in ’85: There can be little doubt that 1985 
will be the most exciting year for Victorian steam 
preservation for over a decade. 

Steamrail Victoria ended 1984 with two outstanding 
achievements — the restoration of D3 639 at Ballarat 
and R761 at Newport. The D3 was re-commissioned 
by the Prime Minister and named The Spirit of Ballarat 
on 17.11.84. On 2.12.84 it had its first main line run on 
the Vintage Train and on 6.1.85 it ran to Creswick as 
part of the celebrations to mark the centenary of John 
Curtin’s birth. The D3 will spend most of its time in 
the Ballarat area but will travel further afield on occa- 
sions. 

Both K190 and 153 have had half-yearly exams with 
153 to receive a re-build tender. 190 will take over 
from 153 on longer K class trips this year. 


Steamrail were successful with a tender to purchase 
oil-burner J550 for $4,250 which had been on static 
display in the grounds of the former Mirboo North sta- 
tion. It will be taken to Newport for a full examination 
to determine its future. Good progress is being made 
on J515 by the Seymour Steamrail group. 

K184 requires re-tubing, new boiler cladding and 
mechanical overhaul. This work will be undertaken by 
the Ballarat branch while head-office at Newport will 
tackle K183, formerly on static display at Yarragon 
before being swapped by Steamrail for K162. K183 
needs a new internal steam pipe but not re-tubing. 

As from 1.5.85 Steamrail is responsible for providing 
all wooden cars required for Victorian special trains 
including Link Tours and Supertrain Promotions and 
probably the Healesville Tourist Railway. Therefore 
Steamrail has been allocated 46 carriages and 6 vans. 

On Sat.30.3, R761 was officially re-commissioned by 
the newly installed Minister for Transport Tom Roper 
at Spencer St. After suitable speeches and a bottle of 
champagne broken across the ‘bows’ the Hudson 
departed for Geelong hauling State car 5, Goulburn, 
75BW, 80BW, 63BW, 60BW, 25BE, 17BE, 1BCE at 
around 11 30. An advertised second trip to Geelong in 
the afternoon was cancelled several days earlier. 

The D3 has stayed close to its home base at Ballarat 
with two trips to Creswick on Sun.31.3. A long distance 
haul to Deniliquin is planned for later this year. 

K190 did several suburban trips in March as part of 
the Moomba celebrations including several shuttles to 
Camberwell for the model railway exhibition. 


Y167 hauls J515 through Broadford bound for Seymour and restoration. Sat.11.2.84. (John Dare) 
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Steamrail shunter, M231, places stripped K153 over-the-pit at Newport on 14.8.82. (POT) 


K153 will travel light to Seymour after receiving its 
new tender where the drop pits will be used to give 
attention to the front pony wheels. 

The Seymour group of Steamrail hope to have J515 
running by the next steam season. The boiler is ready 
for re-tubing with a set of flue and smoke tubes being 
cut from an N class boiler under purchase by Steamrail. 
| _J550 has been removed from Mirboo North and 
| placed on V/Line tracks at Morwell South SEC siding 


on 19.2.85, from where it will be hauled dead to 
Newport. 

R766 under restoration by Steam Age Australia at 
Spotswood has had its driving wheels removed for 
work on the roller bearings. It is hoped to be running 
sometime in June. 

R707 is being restored by a group of engine men also 
at the Spotswood site. No planned running date has yet 
been announced. 


K153 arrives at Camberwell on a Moomba steam shuttle trip from Flinders St. Sun.11.3.84. (Terry Dexter) 
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As well as locomotives, the restoration of carriages is 
vital if continued steam hauled trips are to be available. 

Currently there are six carriages at Ballarat in operat- 
ing condition, with a further nine at Newport and the 
likelihood of a further three by mid-year. Currently 
there are eight wooden cars still operating for V/Line 
and some of these may run for Steamrail after June. 
Steamrail have received several more carriages and 
vans from V/Line and all will need at least some atten- 
tion, some requiring extensive body and/or under gear 
repair. The Seymour group are restoring some car- 
riages as well. (WDSRS) 


Bendigo and Inglewood specials: On Sun.14.4.85 two 
steam-hauled special passenger trains ran on the Ben- 
digo line for the National Trust as part of Heritage 
Weck. The first was scheduled to depart at 08 50 for 
Inglewood, with R761, and to return at 2042. The 
second was scheduled to depart at 09 50 for Bendigo, 
with a K190, and to return at 21 37. (RBS) 


Geelong steam special: On Thurs.6.12.84 a steam 
special was run to Geelong for the ARE Christmas 
party. The schedule was: Spencer St (platform 8) 
18 25; Newport 18 41; Lara 19 29-38, Geelong 19 55- 
21 40: Newport 22 42, Spencer St 22 58. In order to 
turn the loco, the empty working from Newport ran via 
Sunshine, and was timed to arrive at Spencer St at 
18 14. The carriage set was to be worked to Geelong 
and attached to the special there; but this didn’t hap- 
pen and the attaching of these cars at Spencer St 
delayed the departure. The empty working arrived at 
1823, and departure was at 1850, with KI153- 
9CW- Murray-63BW-7 ABE-38BE-18CE-IBCE. Only 
20 minutes behind was the regular 19 10 Geelong pass. 
Instead of running on the west line from Little River to 
Lara (to enable a photostop on the sunny side), the 
special stayed on the east line, and crossed the 19 30 
Up Geelong at Lara during the photostop from 19 46 
to 19.55. The special was able to keep ahead of the 
Down pass., and arrived at Geelong at 20 12, the pass. 


arriving at 20 21 (6 minutes late). The return journey 
started 7 minutes late, but arrived at Spencer St (plat- 
form 11) 2 minutes early. (RBS) 


Labour Day holiday services: On Fri.8.3, extra depar- 
tures from Spencer St were 19 50 Warrnambool, 19 55 
Cobram and 20 40 Albury. On Mon.11.3, a Saturday 
service operated (normal for a public holiday) with the 
Albury midday trains, the 12 35 Down and 17 00 Up 
Warrnambool trains, and extra Up trains from Swan 
Hill at 1635 and Albury at 1745. On the Goulburn 
Valley line the 08 55 ran to Shepparton and back with a 
H set (continuing the tradition of providing worse cars 
than necessary for this service), and the 12 55 Down 
service operated through to Cobram, returning at 
1705. The 15 15 Up from Shepparton was booked to 
shunt to No. 2 road there to cross the 12 55 Down, but 
the cross actually occurred at Toolamba, the first 
passenger cross there for many years. 

Despite the carriage shortage which prevented even 
the normal service being operated, two spare N sets 
were programmed for the holiday weekend. This 
helped raise the number of services run by buses on 
the Friday to 14. As it happened, a spare set was 
required at short notice. As the 12 15 Down Albury 
was passing Mangalore something fell from the loco 
and bounced under the train, damaging all the cars. 
Buses ran Mangalore - Albury - Melbourne, and the 


damaged set was unable to be used on Friday night or | 


Saturday morning (See photo last month). 


The carriage roster for Easter also used two extra N 
sets. It remained to be seen how many buses would be 
used to cover failures. (SRMcL) 


South Geelong special: On Sat.27.4, a special 


passenger train ran to South Geelong for football | 


patrons. The Up special was X32-N12-N9 and arrived 


at Spencer St (platform 2) at 1755. B80-X35 were > 
attached at the rear to form the 18 25 Warrnambool. 


(RBS) 


D3 639 and K153 work hard on a gradient as they head for Ballarat with the Vintage Train on Sun.2.12.84. 


(Terry Dexter) 
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Above: T346-Y115-Y169 wait with their train at the Up 


home signal, as C501 enters Bunbury St Tunnel, Sat.30.7.83. 
(Paul Jordan) 


Below: BL32 on a Down Adelaide bound Jet is about to cross 
the Maribyrnong River and enter the tunnel, 1405, 
Fri.25.5.84. (Graham Withers) 


Traffic 


SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 


Bacchus Marsh special: On Sat.1.12.84, a bank social 
club special train to Bacchus Marsh was replaced by 
several buses because of the commitment of crews and 
carriages to the Wodonga bike specials. As a result, 
very few people went — there were only six passengers 
aboard when the buses departed at 10 15. (RBS) 


Depot visits: (All Ararat) 

Sun.31.3.85: C508, 1333, 350, 355, 371, 380, 403, 
Y155, 156, 157, 159, W263, 932. 

Sun.7.4.85: T350, 355, 381, 383, 395, W263, X53, 
Y153, 155, 156, 159. 
Sun.14.4.85: C510, G511, 514, S308, T350, 358, 393, 
400, 404, 411, W263, X45, Y119, 156, 157, 159. 
Sun.21.4.85: BL31, G514, S303, 309, T358, 371, 380, 
381, 383, 390, 393, 400, 411, W263, X52, Y153, 
154, 157, 159. 

Sun.28.4.85: C507, G511, 512, 515, T380, 381, 385, 
390, 395, 400, 402, W263, Y107, 153, 155, 156, 
159, 934. (PJM) 


Multi-units: (all Stawell) 

Thurs.4.4.85: BL31, 930, X54 — Up Jet, 49=122, 
13 45. G5S11, T380, T371 — Up grain, 34=68, 
17 25. 

Tues.9.4.85: X53, T1381, 
12=23, 12 20. 

Mon.15.4.85: C506, C507, C502, X53 — Up Jet, 
36=93, 08 45. 

Thurs.18.4.85: X45, T373, T400 — Down goods, 
47=73, 1305. 

Sat.20.4.85: 938, X45, X46 — Up Jet, 25=65, 08 55. 
(PJM) 

Correction: April Newsrail, p. 121. The last observa- 


tion under the heading: ‘‘A day by the line at Stawell’’, 
should have read X52, S305. (PJM) 


T350 — Down _ goods, 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


Some observations: for the months of March and 

April 

Sat.2.3: 8305: A78-201BS-270BZ-222BRS-255ACZ- 
D304-D346. GM23 on Up standard gauge, 14/ 
NQJW van-NVIF317900 (15=30=44) arr. 
Alumatta Loop 11 20 to cross 8661 /CD. 

Sat.16.3: 8305: A78-13BN-40BRN-1I5ACN-D318. 

Wed.20.3: 8321: X44-1BG-224BRS-228BRS-229BRS- 
7AZ-CD7. Wait 5 min. at signal gantry Up end 
Wangaratta account signal failure and cross T371- | 
Y146 on Up goods at Wangaratta. Note the use of | 
three BRSs in the consist which was a common 
occurence during March as can be seen by several | 
following entries for March. 

Thurs.21.3: 8321: S315-208BS-6Z-1BRS-256ACZ- 
D327. Cross T321-Y 146 on Up goods at Wangaratta. — 
Pass. delayed at Wangaratta approx 5 min. whilst | 
ambulance officers attended to and removed an | 
elderly female passenger. 

Fri.22.3: Nos 585/586: Wangaratta - Myrtleford and 
return scheduled to operate with loco off 586 return- | 
ing light engine to Benalla. 

Sat.23.3: 8305: A78-1BG-224BRS-228BRS-229BRS- 
7AZ-CD7-D342. Up standard gauge goods hauled | 
by 42205-42208 through Alumatta Loop at 13 20. | 
L257 on Down Mets noted waiting at Alumatta 
Loop at 17 00 to cross 8652 /CD. 

Tues.26.3: 8652: /CD hauled by 42213. 

Wed.27.3: 8321: A78-224BRS-228BRS-229BRS-7AZ- 
CD7-D312. Cross T321-Y172 on 9304 goods at 
Wangaratta (see also Delays, Derailments, etc.) 

Thurs.28.3: 8334: A60-D305-D345-45ACN-43BRN- | 
10BN. S310 hauled Down goods, van 61VVBP. | 
9304 goods T342-Y172, van 75VVBP, 23=33. | 


44230-Y104-Y102 provide plenty of horsepower as they pass through Kilmore East with the 05 25 Up Albury 


goods on Sun.3.2.85. (John Dare) 
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Cross 8321 pass. at Wangaratta. 8321: A85-202BS- 
269BZ-1BRS-256ACZ-D327-D333, Wangaratta 
20 18-20 22. 9304: dep. 20 20. GM28 hauling Up 
standard gauge goods through Wangaratta standard 
gauge platform 20 07, cross GM23 on Down stan- 
dard gauge goods at Alumatta Loop. Down goods 
departed Loop for Albury at 20 10. 


Sat.30.3: Up standard gauge goods hauled by GM24, 
16/NQJW, van NVFF31794C, 16=32=47. Held at 
Alumatta Loop Up home 30.8 from 1055-1100 
waiting line; proceeded onto Glenrowan Loop to 
cross 8661 /CD hauled by 42205. /CD consist mix- 
ture of both old and new NSW liveries and blue and 
gold SOP cars. 8305: A78-Norman-12BS-228BRS- 
229BRS-7AZ-CD7-D301. 


Wed.3.4: 8305: A78-34BE-268BZ-228BRS-254ACZ- 
D322. 8334: X37-CD7-7AZ-229BRS-267BZ-12BS. 


Thurs.4.4: 42219: Down standard gauge goods cross 
8652 /CD at Alumatta Loop at 18 20, /CD hauled by 
42206, 9 vehicles, six of which were SRA candy 
stripes and the remaining three cars included SOP 
VRS and two red cars. 42219: dep. Alumatta Loop at 
18 22. S310 on Up broad gauge goods pass. Down 
standard gauge goods at Alumatta Loop at 18 21. 
Tues.9.4: Vide Easter 1985, WIT C7/85, 8309 MT 
cars ran Spencer St - Wangaratta and consist for 
return trip as 8348 was X44-D347-D342-258ACZ- 
222BRS-270BZ-211BS. Departure from Wangaratta 
was 2 min. late at 12 42. 
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Gore ered at Sunshine Loop with the 04 30 Up Albury goods as the Up Spirit of Progress overtakes. Sun.3.3.85. 
John Dare 


Thurs.11.4: 9642: SOP hauled by 42206. Three stops at 
Wangaratta standard gauge platform. 

Fri.12.4: Nos. 585/586: goods Wangaratta - Myrtleford 
and return scheduled to operate with loco off 586 
goods returning light engine to Benalla Loco for 585 
was also sent light engine from Benalla to 
Wangaratta scheduled dep. at 06 15. 8327 Cobram: 
T390-7BN-46BRN-48ACN-D345, Shepparton 
20 55-2101, cross T367 14/GH-39ZLP 15=16, 
No.3 road Shepparton. 

Sat.13.4: 8308 ex Cobram T390-D345-48ACN- 
46BRN-7BN arr. Shepparton 07 39, cross Y166 on 
9355 block oil train, van 3VVEY on No.2 road. 8308 
stopped in section Toolamba - Murchison East for 
approx 5 min. account engine overheating and after 
van goods were completed at Murchison East the 
train set back along the platform to allow the T to be 
Opposite the fire hose for watering. Also in 
Murchison East yard was T360-4/VFRX-28ZLP, 
5=10 on Down plant train. 8308 crossed 8391 
(S4371/85) R761-75BW-80BW-63BW-62BW- 
60BW-25BE-17BE-3ABE-28C No.2 road Seymour. 
8310: A71-A77-D-D-ACZ-BRS-BZ-BS. 8305: A60- 
12BS-265BZ-226BRS-252ACZ-D301-D317, dep. 
Seymour 09 31. 8307: Cobram B65-17BN-38BRN- 
18ACN-D311 cross T360 on Up plant train at 
Toolamba No.4 road. Set SH29, 129BCH-149BH- 
169BTN at Seymour Loco. 

Tues.16.4: 8321: $311-267BZ-270BZ-222BRS- 
258ACZ-D318 Wangaratta sched. 20 03-2005, 
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1333 approaches Kilmore East with a set of re-furbished Harris train trailers, operating the 12 35 Down Seymour 
pass. Sat.27.4.85. (John Dare) 


account 20 53-2055. Train was 30 mins late into 
Seymour and 50 mins late into Wangaratta. 

Wed.17.4: Down goods $301-T321, van 14CP, 15=22 
dep. Wangaratta 1232. Detach 9=13 No.4 road 
Wangaratta and cross Y142 on 574 ex Wahgunyah 
No.3 road Wangaratta. 

Fri.19.4: S317 on Down goods dep. Wangaratta at 
12 30. T413 hauled 9324 block oil and was noted 
waiting line at Wangaratta at 16 10. 

Sat.20.4: 8305: A66-D328-SBN-SOBRN-57ACN. Note 
D van at wrong end on Down trip. (DMG) 


Seymour pass.: Following complaints about replace- 
ment buses being too slow on Seymour commuter ser- 
vices, the 16 18/16 30 Down and 06 20 Up services are 
now usually run by substitute passenger trains if a 
DRC is unavailable. For three days before Easter a set 
of MTH-MTH-VVCP operated, hauled by a T loco; 
this sort of train has to have the van at the rear in both 
directions, as the toilets in the MTH cars won’t work 
properly unless the cars are coupled directly to a loco or 
railcar. A similar consist arrived Seymour on 
Wed.24.4. At other times SH Harris sets have been 
used, but this can only occur if there are sufficient P 
locos available. (SRMcL) 


METROPOLITAN LINES 


Surrey Hills: Very few plant trains ran through 
March; the only two which I saw ran on the same day: 
on Sun,.24.3 an Up plant train passed at 08 00, with 2/ 
Y hauling VOWA wagons; a Down plant train passed 
at 19 15, hauled by 2/Y. Regular goods trains featured 
big power and multi-unit lashups. The big power was 
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provided by L class electrics on the regular Tuesday 
Bayswater goods. On Tues.19.3, this goods passed on 
the Down journey at 06 38, with a single bogie gondola 
as the revenue load. On Tues.26.3 it passed at 06 59, 
with five bogie box vans. An extra ran on Thurs.28.3, 
passing at 0452, with a load of GYs. The Lilydale 
goods, seen only on Wednesdays and Fridays this 
month, was usually hauled by 2/T. First-series Ts were 
the most common power. Usually this goods passes at 
about 05 00. On Wed.13.3 it was late: at 06 28 solo 
T357 passed with a load of GYs, sleepers and cement 
wagons. On Wed.27.3 the load was lengthy. On 
Fri.29.3 the Down goods passed at 04 50, hauled by 
double Ist-series Ts, with a load of 16/GY and 3 
cement wagons. 


During April I saw no plant trains, but the delivery 
of superphosphate and briquettes caused regular trains 
to be doubleheaded often, with many extra trains 
being run. All Down goods passed through Surrey 
Hills shortly after 05 00, except for Tues.23.4 when 
L1169 passed at 06 58 hauling 6 louvre vans and $5 
open wagons. The regular Wednesday goods was triple 
headed on 10.4 (T-T-Y), had twin Ts on 17.4 and 
sounded to be hauled by something larger than a T on 
24.4. Extra goods trains on Thursdays 4.4 and 11.4 
were diesel hauled, unusual for Thursdays. other 
goods trains ran on Mon.15.4 (T-Y hauling GYs and 
cement wagons at 05 38), Fri.26.4 (2/T), Sat.27.4 
(T324) and Mon.29.4 (T). The working of a goods on 
Saturday is unusual. The surprise for the month was 
on Tues.16.4 — the train sounded to be hauled by an E 
eet aa Could some reader please verify this? 
RBS 
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Rollingstock 


Daylight: Over Easter the two /ntercapital Daylight 
sets were built up to three first class sitting carriages 
each. One week later, each set still had three first class 
sitters. The southbound Daylight on Sat.13.4 had 


Southern Aurora diner RMS2358 replacing the Spirit of 


Progress VRS buffet car which has been in this set for a 
long time. By Sat.20.4 the VRS was back in this set. 
RMS2358 was sent to Sydney on Sat.27.4, coupled 
directly behind the MHN van on Southern Aurora 
departing Melbourne that night (with RMS2360 as the 
train diner). (RBS) 


Comeng sets: The 45th set, which was emblazoned 
“45th super train for the Met’ and ran over most of the 
system as a six-car set, has been split into two 3 car sets 
which have been coupled to any three car sets. So now 
two trains appear labelled ‘45th set’. What carriages 
formed this set? One would expect the motors to be 
477, 478, 479 and 480. Two 6 car sets have been equip- 
ped with fabricated bogies featuring disc brakes. One 
set is 547M-1137T-573M-575M-1138T-576M; what is 
the other? Are these sets ever split? Are they allowed 
to combine with conventional Comeng sets? Why has 
there been a jump in the numbering — the set just 
mentioned is numbered as the 69th set (motors num- 
ber upwards from 301, with four per set; trailers num- 
ber upwards from 1001)? (RBS) 


Carriage sets: On Sat.30.3, the Warrnambool set had a 
CE van instead of a CD. One Bacchus Marsh wooden 
set was replaced by an H set during March, leaving 
only two wooden non-airconditioned sets in service 
(one Bacchus Marsh, one Sunbury). (RBS) 


Daylight: On Sat.16.3 the northbound Daylight had 
three first class carriages. (RBS) 


Spirit: On Sat.2.3, Spirit of Progress arrived at Spencer 
St with NSW car BH2226 as car 26. (RBS) 


Sets: For the new country timetable commencing on 
Mon.15.4 a new carriage roster was implemented. The 
Z sets were remarshalled to create three sets with 
ACZ-BRS-BZ-BZ became ACZ-BRS-BS-BS, and are 
used on Bairnsdale, Warrnambool and Geelong ser- 
vices. Swan Hill and the morning and midday Albury 
trains are now N sets. On Sun.22.4 the Z set running to 
Bairnsdale had CD7-210AS replacing an ACZ. (RBS) 


Puffing Billy: On Sun.28.4, Puffing Billy services ran 
with extra vehicles to allow for extra patronage, caused 
by the excellent weather, and for a bike ride to 
Cockatoo by PBPS junior workers. The 10 30 Down 
was 14A-26NAC-14BNH-1NBH-3NBH-7NBH- 
12NBH-13NBH-135NQR with passenger NBH with 
disabled fittings-216NQR for bikes-11NBHC. Depar- 
‘ure was at 10 37 because of late arriving passengers. 
216NQR was detached at Lakeside to be returned on 
the last Up train. The second train was 7A-24NACH- 
3NBL-SNBH-9NBH-15NBH-2NBH-16NBH-8NBH- 
)NBH-17NBH-52NBH-SNBD. Later in the day 14A 
stalled between Clematis and Menzies Creek while 
working the 1455 Up, delaying the 1450 Down at 
Menzies Creek for about 50 minutes. Why are the two 
NBH carriages which are fitted for carrying disabled 
yassengers numbered 51 and 52? (RBS) 


Carriage shortage: Through February-March there 
vas a severe Country carriage shortage for V/Line, 
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caused by a union ban on S and Z carriages which had 
been found to contain small quantities of asbestos. A 
program of removal was implemented, but meanwhile 
many trains were replaced with buses and many 
unusual sets were running. Labour Day long weekend 
extra services could not run as there were insufficient 
sets to run even the regular service. Bans on carriages 
were removed a few days before Easter. (RBS) 


Carriage rearrangements: February-March, 1985. 

Equipment failures and union bans contributed to a 
severe shortage of serviceable cars during these two 
months. All spare vehicles were pressed into service, 
with frequent transposition of Z and N sets, and the 
operation of a number of scratch sets. Often the fourth 
car of a Z set would be missing, and sometimes when 
the car was taken off at short notice buses had to oper- 
ate in addition to the train to carry passengers booked 
in the missing car. Sometimes the fourth car reverted 
to a BEa/c taken from the Geelong set, and this set ran 
with a couple of non-airconditioned cars for a short 
time. For a couple of weeks in March, no BS or BEa/c 
cars were available to run as car D in‘a Z set, but BRS 
cars were spare — to replace the eight compartments of 
a BS, two BRS cars were needed, which made three of 
these on the set altogether. A typical consist was ACZ- 
BRS-BRS-BRS-BEa/c (cars A, B, C, D and F, 
although not necessarily in that order). When the 
number of failures exceeded the spares available, then 
fleets of hired buses would replace the whole train; the 
15 50 Ballarat was a good service to run by buses, as 
they would get to Ballarat faster than the train, but ser- 
vices such as 17 13 South Geelong and 17 20 Albury 
were run as buses on occasions. 

With one DRC in Bendigo Workshops and another 
idle in Spencer St yard there was also a shortage of 
railcars. For some time during March the 16 18 Down 
and 06 20 Up Seymour services were run by buses. 

The first of the long Harris sets was delivered in 
March. From Tues.12.3, these cars were rostered on 
the 06 25 Up and 16 20 Down Bacchus Marsh trains. 
They replaced a set of wooden cars. (see Carriage sets). 
(SRMcL) 


Railcar trailers: From which Harris carriages have the 
MTH railcar trailers been converted? (RBS) 


Tait auction: Further to Newsrail May 1985, p. 136, 

the Tait carriages auctioned on Sat.16.2.85 were: 

M: 238, 240, 243, 246, 248, 252, 254, 256, 267, 268, 
269, 270, 271, 273, 279, 281, 284, 288, 289, 294, 
296, 299, 1364, 1380, 1383, 1387, 1388, 1403, 1423, 
1436, 1445, 1446, 450, 1455, 1457, 1458, 1459, 
1460, 1464, 1468, 1469, 1470, 1471, 474, 1477, 
1478, 1483, 1485, 1490. 

T: 203, 246, 298, 301, 338, 346, 382, 383, 385, 394, 
403, 414, 418, 423, 424, 426, 428, 429, 430, 433, 
435, 437, 438, 442. 

G:28, 75, 84, 89, 92, 97, 98, 100, 102. 

D: 202, 265. (RBS) 


Fruit Flier: The Mildura Fruit Flier express goods bet- 
ween Melbourne and Mildura was always distinguisha- 
ble during the 1960s and 1970s by the distinctive TP 
bogie iced vans trailing behind the guard’s van. These 
vans, with a short distance between bogie centres were 
only acceptable to crews as trailing vehicles for fear that 
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they would cause a derailment if placed mid-train. The 
TPs were replaced by refrigerated containers on flat 
wagons in March 1978 and the Fruit Flier then 
assumed a look of normality. 

In March this year the Fruit Flier timetable was 
accelerated and now only stops between Mildura and 
Ballarat for a crew change. To hasten the Ballarat stop 
where there are generally daily loadings, VLCX 399D 
and VLCX 351Y have been stencilled ‘‘Ballarat - 
Mildura Traffic Only’? and fitted with marker light 
brackets and tail discs at each end. 

These vans are then trailed behind the guard’s van 
and detached or picked up at Ballarat without the 
requirements of a full air brake examination. (BMcL) 


G class: According to Catchpoint and Recorder, deliv- 

ery runs were: 

G512 — departed Adelaide on Thurs.25.10.84 hauling 
the 19 05 (No.5729) Mile End - Melbourne freight. 

G513 — departed Adelaide on Thurs.15.11.84 hauling 
the 16 55 (No.5697) Mile End - Melbourne freight. 

G514 — departed Adelaide on Fri.7.12.84 hauling 
No.5697. 


A77-X34-B63-B69 power down the straight near Wandon 
for the Great Victorian Bike Race, Sat.1.12.84. (John Dare 
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G515 — departed Adelaide on Thurs.20.12.84 hauling 
No.5697 (with A78 making its delivery run on the 
same train). (RBS) 


H sets: According to Electric Traction, the conversions 
from Harris E.M.U. to H set vehicles were: 


BCH BH BTH 
121 M751 141 T675 161 T862 
122 M747 142 BT528 162 T810 
123 M781 143 BTS16 163 T821 
124 M766 144 T623 164 T806 
125 M728 145 T262 165 BTSO9 
126 M726 146 T682 

147 T663 


However, according to other sources BCH126 was ex 
725M, BH141 was ex 528BT, BH142 was ex 675T. 

Comparing this list with the notes appearing in 
Newsrail (February 1985, p. 58), note that the BCH 
cars are not converted from the last group of Harris 
motors; they are all converted from normal second 
series motors, and the centre door has been filled in. 
All BH cars have been converted from first series 
trailers. All BTH cars except for 165 have been con- 
verted from second series trailers. (RBS) 


with a 15 car empty pass. returning from Wodonga 
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Second Wangaratta derailment Wed.27.3.85: Whilst 
shunting duties were being performed to make up 590 
goods Wangaratta - Benalla on Wed.27.3, wagon 
VLCX644X derailed when passing over the single 
compound points in No.4 road at the Down end thus 
ne the Benalla loading on No.3 extension (Down 
end). 

9304 goods ex Wodonga arrived at Up home bracket 
post 23 (Docker St) at 19 49, but due to the length of 
the train (T321-Y172, van 9ZMF, 31=52=53) and 
the fact that the train could not set back into No.3 
extension (as is usual practice), the goods was held at 
the bracket post until the arrival of 8321 pass. when it 
was intended to run the goods straight through No.2 
road, pick up the staff to Glenrowan and proceed onto 
Glenrowan then the Springhurst section staff, which 
had just been delivered by the Up goods, would be 
>xchanged for another staff to enable the pass. to pro- 
ceed. 


However, this was not the case when 8321 pass. 
A78-224BRS-228BRS-229BRS-7AZ-CD7-D312.  (6/ 
308t) arrived at Wangaratta at 20 16, when the goods 
vas given the ‘green’ to run through No.2, there was 
10 forward movement up the grade — it was dis- 
-overed that an airhose had burst on one of the vehi- 
‘les and it was not until 20 30 that the goods began to 
nove into the yard. In the meantime concern was 
nounting over the delay as there was a passenger on 
yoard the pass. who was to connect with the XPT at 
Albury. 8321 departed Wangaratta at 20 34. 


After departure of 8321, 9304 set back along No.2 
‘oad and out beyond the bracket post No.23 with the 
engine stopping near the SM’s office. Wangaratta yard 
yilot Y146, which had been idling on No.4 road, then 
yroceeded along No.4 road to attach the re-railed 
VLCX and then proceeded back along No.4 road and 
ynto the main line before setting back into No.3 road, 
o detach the VLCX near the Cusack St footbridge. 
(146 then returned to No.4 road and stopped near the 
reight centre office. T321-Y172 and the two leading 
vagons (both VPFXs), then cut off and proceeded 
long the main line to set back into No.3 road and 
ittach the VLCX. It is assumed that the Benalla load- 
ng which was on No.3 extension was also attached 
long with Y146, as the goods did not depart 
Nangaratta until 2143. (normally due out of 
Nangaratta at 1942 9304 on the 27.3.85 was 121 
ninutes late ex Wangaratta). (DMG) 


-amberwell derailment: On Mon.15.4.85, the first 
lay of the new suburban timetable, an Up suburban 
“omeng train was directed into the reversing siding at 
“amberwell and the leading three vehicles ran off the 
nd of the siding. They halted under the Burwood Rd 
ridge, squeezed between the Up line and the centre 
ier. The derailment occurred at about 11 00, and ser- 
ices were suspended for a while; passengers were 
dvised to catch trams. Service then resumed using the 
Jown and centre lines. The rear three vehicles were 
ncoupled and sent away. The derailed vehicles were 
from the west) 317M, 9T and 318M. By 17 30 some 
f the overhead had been removed and X42 was 
ttached via a cable to 318M. At 17 40 the X towed 318 
ver packing pieces so that one bogie was back on the 
ils. That was the limit of progress, and the carriages 
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Delays, Derailments, etc. 


remained there through the next day, but had gone by 
Wednesday. (RBS) 


Suburban delays: On Mon.22.4, severe delays occur- 
red on the suburban services. Many trains were can- 
celled, and the remaining services were so crowded 
that people could not join them. (RBS) 


Geelong line derailment: On Fri.1.3.85, the Down/Up 
cement train derailed just after midnight near Lara/Lit- 
tle River, blocking both lines (or was it before mid- 
night on Thurs.28.2?). The morning peak was handled 
with buses. One track was expected to be open by 16 00 
for the evening peak. Some sets were sent empty from 
Geelong to Melbourne via Ballarat to provide country 
departures. Over the weekend Geelong trains were 
replaced by buses to enable clearing work to continue, 
but Warrnambool trains ran through. (RBS) 


Camberwell derailment, Mon.15.4.85. (Annabelle Brownell) 


ua || A 
PT Wey 


OG Wee 4 AEH 
SELES 


S) ZS BE 


188 NEWSRAI| 


i Th |) nT 


OA Sacer, 


Above: B82 with Down Geelong pass. passing Corio 29.12.83. (John Dennis) 


Above left: Running 40 minutes late B72 leads an afternoon pass. into Geelong 


GEEL ONG station. 18 25, 28.12.83. (John Dennis) 


Below left: B78 and double N set race towards Werribee with the 16 45 Mel- 
| LINE bourne - Geelong service on 8.11.83. The new cantenary was not then in use. 


(John Hoyle) 


Below: A newly re-painted B71 arrives at Werribee with the 1410 Spencer St - 
Geelong pass., while DRC43 waits in the Up platform with the 15 05 local trip 
to Newport. Sat.1.7.78. (John Dare) 
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Mildura carriage shed: Due to the high summer tem- 
peratures experienced in Mildura, a two road carriage 
shed was constructed in 1929 to provide heat relief for 
passenger rolling stock and a protective covering for 
car cleaning staff. This structure is regarded as an 
essential asset by local railwaymen. However, suc- 
cessive administrations have failed to recognise its 
value and as a consequence little maintenance has 
taken place over the last decade or so. During April 
1978 a portion was dismantled at the Up end and fear 
was expressed that the structure would be removed 
completely. Fortunately this did not eventuate. Earlier 
this year it became apparent that urgent action would 
be required to make major repairs and in March a ban 
was imposed by workers until the building was ren- 
dered safe. 


Asa consequence, the Vinelander was stabled during 
the day in the station platform, however as power 
facilities for air-conditioning the cars was not available, 
the decision was made to run the cars to Red Cliffs and 
return at 19 00 to cool them down prior to the 21 25 
pm departure. This lasted for about two weeks. Work- 
men have since installed supports to the roof beams 
and the storage tracks have been completely rehabili- 
tated with new sleepers and limestone ballast. (BMcL) 


Morwell: The station upgrading was complete by 
March. The entry lobby has been enclosed, with sliding 
doors. (RBS) 


Bacchus Marsh station: Bacchus Marsh railway sta- 
tion is being upgraded with an airconditioned waiting 
room, updated booking office and new toilet facilities. 
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Track rehabilitation at Mildura carriage shed, March 1985 
(Bruce McLean) 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Hudson Power: by Robert Carlisle and Bill Abbott. 
156 pp, 230mm x 280mm with end papers and fold-out 
General Arrangement drawing. Australian Railway 
Historical Society (Victorian Divison), Melbourne, 
1985. 

Sub-titled ‘An Illustrative History of the R Class 4- 
6-4 Passenger Locomotives in service on the Victorian 
Government Railways, 1951-1974’, which says it all, 
this book is without question the definitive locomotive 
book on the subject. Long in gestation (about 7-10 
years) the book is a veritable mine of all possible infor- 
mation unearthed by the authors from a wide variety 
of official sources. There are masses of detail for all 
interests. 

_ In 12 chapters with six appendices and an index, this 
book with its 62 tables, diagrams and graphs estab- 
lishes a standard which will be difficult to match for 
completeness of its coverage in detail of every facet 
from design parameters to significant personalities 
involved in the conception and eventual creation of 
Australia’s last main line express steam locomotive 
design. 

As if the 55,000 words of text were not enough, 
Hudson Power is illustrated with over 170 photographs 
covering all 70 members of the class from a variety of 
sources, local and overseas. 

At the official launching of the book in Melbourne 
on 25th April the speakers referred to the R class 
‘warts and all’ — and warts indeed there were aplenty. 
If anything the R class — the ultimate achievement in 
VR steam power — was over designed; it was too 
heavy and far too many were built 20 years too late. 
There were indeed other defects — all covered fairly 
and objectively in the text which makes for fascinating 
reading. 

_ This is an important work, the more so now that is 
publication coincides with the return to service this 
year of three of the class for operating chartered tour 
trains. It must be considered essential reading for all 
who seek enlightenment on the hows and whys of 
what potentially was one of Australia’s finest steam 
locomotives, but which never really had much oppor- 
tunity to prove itself in traffic. 

At the price of $25.00 (plus postage) I recommend 
Hudson Power as essential reading for all who are 
interested in an epoch in Australian railroading. (JLB) 


Oowy Goowy was a Worm ... It’s hard to believe a 
few kilograms of little creepy-crawlies can stop 
hundreds of tonnes of steel locomotive and rail car- 
riages in their tracks. But it’s happening in the 
Adelaide Hills. 

_ The millipede plague has been big enough this 
autumn to delay the Overland, Australian National’s 
overnight passenger train to Melbourne, as well as 
some STA commuter services. ‘‘The millipedes get on 
the railway lines and are squashed by the train 
wheels’’, an AN spokesman said recently. ‘‘The 
wheels lose traction’’. 

AN said millipedes had delayed the Overland. The 
STA’s Chief Traffic Manager, Mr R J Heath, con- 
‘irmed that some STA trains had been delayed by 
wheel slip caused by millipedes on the Bridgewater line 
hrough the Hills. (The Advertister) 
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RAILWAY QUIZ 


The January Railway Quiz has prompted many people to 
suggest other names that our quiz-master overlooked. 
The following letter is typical of those received. 

The answers offered by you in the February issue of 
Newsrail to January’s Railway Quiz contain some sig- 
nificant errors and omissions. 

You correctly identified that the longest single word 
station name in Victoria contains 13 letters, and sug- 
gested that this occurred at Buckrabanule, 
Greensborough, Tallygaroopna and Patchewollock. 
You failed to mention, however, that Chillingollah and 
more significantly Warracknabeal stations also have 13 
letter names. 

You suggested that Lower Ferntree Gully, with 18 
letters, was the longest multi-word name in the state. 
Strangely, you did not mention that the very next sta- 
tion, Upper Ferntree Gully, along with Wedderburn 
Junction also has 18 letters. In any case these are not 
the longest station names; that honour is held by 
Flemington Racecourse, with 20 letters. 

As for the shortest names, the four examples you 
offered: Moe, Yea, Emu and Lah (not Lan) are correct 
but the list is not complete. The fact that you had no 
access to a directory of station names pre-dating 1961 
would explain why Edi on the Whitfield line was over- 
looked. 

Like yourselves, I do not have a comprehensive list 
of stations compiled prior to the early sixties, so the 
above statements are open to correction. 

A couple of interesting points arise from all this. 
There is a problem in the definition of a station name 
for the purposes of finding the longest multi-word 
name. For example, should ‘‘Rail Motor Stopping 
Place Number Seventy Seven”’ be considered as a sta- 
tion name? If so, this ‘station’, half a mile beyond 
Ballan, would have possessed the longest name in VR 
history. 

The second point worth noting is that, according to 
the above list, until the mid 1970s, a passenger travell- 
ing on the Murtoa to Hopetoun railmotor would have 
passed through Warracknabeal, the longest single 
name station on the system, and then arrived at the 
next station to see that the nameboard read ‘‘Lah’’, 
the shortest. This strange coincidence is perpetuated by 
both the wheat only branch line, and the V/Line 
passenger bus service. 

I trust that this rather esoteric letter is of interest, 
and that it satisfactorily corrects the omissions in your 
quiz answer. (CB) 


Last month’s answer: If you were employed as a 
Slinger you would adjust slings around loading on 
cranes, a Stower stacks goods securely in wagons, a 
Puller Out pulls out timber in a sawmill as it leaves a 
circular saw and a Putter On places a load on a hand 
trolley in a goods shed. 


This month’s question: What is a Dynamic Brake and 
a Regenerative Brake? 
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GOOD READING 
RAILWAY BOOKS 


Railway World Annual 1985 
Steam in Colour Japan 


RAILWAY 
MUSEUM 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


Electrics/Diesels in Japan 
Railways in Greater Tokyo 


Railmotors and XPT’s 
Open every Saturday and Sunday and 
Public Holidays: 1 - 5 p.m. 


Exploring America by Rail 
The Hornby Gauge O System.... $105.00 
Beyer Peacock Locomotive Builders $50.00 Also open Wednesdays, 2 - 4 p.m. 


during school holidays. 


Packing and Postage $2.50 
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oO BANKCARD MASTERCARD VISA 
AMERICAN EXPRESS © DINERS 
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RED HEART SOUVENIRS 
TODD STREET 
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Weekday visits by Schools, 
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